Review of \u3ci\u3ePeople in Transit: German Migrations in Comparative Perspective, 1820–1930\u3c/i\u3e, edited by Dirk Hoerder and Jorg Nagler by Luebke, Frederick C.
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Faculty Publications, Department of History History, Department of
1997
Review of People in Transit: German Migrations in
Comparative Perspective, 1820–1930, edited by Dirk
Hoerder and Jorg Nagler
Frederick C. Luebke
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, fredluebke@comcast.net
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/historyfacpub
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the History, Department of at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Faculty Publications, Department of History by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of
Nebraska - Lincoln.
Luebke, Frederick C., "Review of People in Transit: German Migrations in Comparative Perspective, 1820–1930, edited by Dirk Hoerder
and Jorg Nagler" (1997). Faculty Publications, Department of History. 158.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/historyfacpub/158
880 Book Reviews
secularized conception of God. As a consequence, the conclusion that the nobility
remained backward in terms of the degree of secularization (pp. 252, 301, 328 ff.) is
based primarily on the high number of commemorative requiem masses among the
nobility after 1790. In view of the lack of uniformity among the various measures,
however, his claim is less than fully convincing.
More plausible is Schlo¨gl’s conclusion regarding the lower social strata, who clung
for a longer time to the traditional conception of God: “Thus, at the start of the nine-
teenth century, the God of the Catholics appeared in two different guises: as the distant
creator of the universe, and as the heavenly father who directed men’s everyday lives.
The former was the God of the more educated and more urban social groups; the latter
was the God of the humbler classes and of the rural regions” (p. 205). The church lost
its hold on the educated, and, over the longer term, had to reorient its energies toward
the lower classes and toward women (pp. 249–51, 331–32).
Despite all this criticism of particular details, Schlo¨gl’s study is a significant mile-
stone on the path toward a fuller study of the history of the faithful in the early modern
period. It shows clearly the importance of a statistical evaluation of a large quantity of
source materials, even if a satisfactory assessment of the statistical results is still want-
ing. For without such a collection and review of the sources, the history of fundamental
social processes, like secularization, can hardly be written; nor can we hope to make
progress toward the long-term goal of an interconfessional comparison.
Heinrich Schmidt
University of Bern
People in Transit: German Migrations in Comparative Perspective, 1820–1930.
Edited by Dirk Hoerder and Jo¨rg Nagler. Publications of the German Historical
Institute. Edited by Detlev Junker.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995. Pp. xv1433. $79.95.
Studies in the international migration of peoples have advanced remarkably in the past
quarter century. As recently as the 1960s scholars were still trying to shoehorn immigra-
tion history into the confines of Frederick Jackson Turner’s frontier thesis. Since then
scholars on both sides of the Atlantic have laid new conceptual foundations, developed
new modes of analysis, and thus opened a new subfield of historical research. New
scholarly journals in migration studies have appeared and new research centers have
been created, especially in German universities. These investments have stimulated the
publication of numerous books and articles. The German Historical Institute in Wash-
ington, D.C., has contributed importantly to this scholarship by sponsoring the publica-
tion of this and several other collections of essays relating to migration history.
People in Transit offers a score of articles that treat American immigrant experience,
transatlantic migrations, and various migratory streams within Europe, especially to
and within Germany, since 1820. Most of the essays are based on papers presented at a
conference on German immigration history held in Bremerhaven in 1991. Many are
empirical and hence treat topics that are sharply limited in place and time; a few are
historiographical and interpretive on a broad scale. Although the subtitle announces a
comparative perspective, systematic comparisons to other European migrants, such as
Poles, Swedes, and the Irish, are parts of the research designs of only a few of the
essays.
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Twenty scholars, including the two editors, contributed to the volume. About two-
thirds are European (all German, save one Pole), the rest American. Although several
of the European scholars (again including the editors) have published works on Ameri-
can topics in English, most have not. Thus the volume admirably serves the purposes
of the German Historical Institute (to foster cooperation between historians from both
Germany and the United States) by bringing their work to the attention of American his-
torians.
The book opens with an excellent introduction by Dirk Hoerder, followed by an in-
formative survey of German emigration research by Walter Kamphoefner. Emigration
from German provinces east of the Elbe River and Galician Poland to western Germany
is the theme of the first part. These chapters are particularly valuable because they treat
a subject long neglected by German scholars. Moreover, the majority of Germans who
emigrated to the United States in the latter decades of the nineteenth century came from
these regions. Each essay in this section is excellent; Adam Walaszek’s penetrating
study of Poles in Germany and the consequences of their emigration (and return) for
Galicia seems especially valuable for American historians.
The second part of the book treats migration within Germany. Here, as in the first
section, the emphasis is on the search for work. Susanne Meyer’s detailed study of
migration in and out of Georgmarienhu¨tte, an industrial center founded in 1860 near
Osnabru¨ck, includes an illuminating discussion of Heuerleute, that is, landless peasants
who exchanged their labor for a residence and the use of some land. In a study of
foreign workers in or near Bremen, Karl Martin Barfuss plumbs the intricacies of life
and the labor market for non-German Germans from the eastern provinces and contrasts
the treatment of these “foreign” workers in three neighboring political jurisdictions—
Bremen, Oldenburg, and Prussia.
Part 3 shifts the focus to the migration of women. Suzanne Sinke offers many illumi-
nating interethnic comparisons in her discussion of the international marriage market.
Silke Wehner, in a study of German domestic servants in the United States, demon-
strates that immigrant experiences must be differentiated by class and gender and that,
contrary to commonly held beliefs, young immigrant women were neither helpless de-
pendents nor slow to acculturate. The essays by Joy Lintelman and Deirdre Mageean
provide some of the best comparative analyses in the entire volume.
Immigrant acculturation in the United States and remigration to Germany are treated
in part 4. Here the essay by Sven Beckert stands out. He focuses sharply on the relation-
ship between immigration, ethnicity, and working-class formation in a study of several
German-owned textile mills in Passaic, New Jersey. German immigrants held manage-
rial and skilled-worker positions; Poles, Slovaks, and Ruthenians the unskilled jobs.
The exploitation of unskilled workers, especially women, was relentless until ethnic
divisions were surmounted when German skilled workers joined the unskilled in oppo-
sition to the owners and managers. Beckert also relates ethnic and class divisions to
spatial patterns and social life in Passaic.
The book concludes with two essays. The first, by Klaus Bade, masterfully surveys
migration to and from Germany over the centuries and demonstrates his clear command
of the bibliography. He concentrates particularly on the post–World War II migrations,
the era for which his own research and numerous publications dominate. Dirk Hoerder,
who heads the labor migration project at the University of Bremen, describes the work
of the several migration research centers in the universities of Hamburg, Munich,
Bochum, Berlin, Bremen, Oldenburg, and Rostock, and refers briefly to research by
American scholars. Both essays, neither of which draws conclusions from the several
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contributions, should have been placed at the beginning of the book. There, along with
Hoerder’s introduction and Kamphoefner’s essay, they might better equip readers unfa-
miliar with the field of migration studies for the detailed analyses that follow.
Migration research on Germany generally surpasses that done by scholars for any
other country. Even so, this book offers only a sample. It emphasizes economic vari-
ables throughout. Laudably, it features East Elbian migration and the role of women
whenever possible. But examples of good work done at Hamburg, Berlin, and Bochum
do not appear here.
People in Transit is a treasure for students of immigration history who wish to dis-
cover some of the best recent work in this field as it relates to Germany. It is equally
valuable for any seasoned historian seeking to synthesize German immigrant expe-
rience.
Frederick C. Luebke
University of Nebraska—Lincoln
Der Deutsche Nationalverein, 1859–1867: Vorstands- und Ausschußprotokolle.
Edited by Andreas Biefang. Vero¨ffentlichung der Kommission fu¨r Geschichte des
Parlamentarismus und der politischen Parteien in Bonn.
Du¨sseldorf: Droste, 1995. Pp. liii1528. DM 198.
The sudden proliferation of civic organizations in Germany during the middle decades
of the nineteenth century was a sign of the growing importance of public opinion in
political life. As the reaction which followed the Revolution of 1848 began to falter,
the movement for liberal reform and national unification rapidly revived. Its increasing
strength could be seen not only in a new assertiveness of state legislatures against
princely authority but in the swift growth of private clubs and societies committed,
overtly or covertly, to public purposes and goals.
The most important of these was the Nationalverein, formed in 1859 on a platform
advocating the establishment under Prussian leadership of a united German state based
on a parliamentary form of government. Like the other political societies of the period,
it was never very large. The membership at its peak was only about twenty-five thou-
sand. But it accurately reflected the civic aspirations of a substantial part of the German
bourgeoisie resolved to end the fragmentation of the nation and to replace the aristoc-
racy of birth and status with an elite of wealth and education. It represented a vital new
force in public life.
The history of the Nationalverein has not been neglected, to be sure. There is a siz-
able scholarly literature dealing with its ideas, ideals, policies, and objectives. But that
literature has now been enriched by Andreas Biefang with the publication of the min-
utes of the organization’s central committee and its governing board. The former con-
sisted of twelve elected members and another dozen or so who were co-opted. Its func-
tion was to guide and supervise the activities of Nationalverein between meetings of
the general membership. Of the fifty-four committeemen about whom there is adequate
biographical information, forty-four had received a higher education, mostly in juris-
prudence, twenty-two were lawyers, twelve merchants or manufacturers, six journalists,
six physicians, and three were in banking or insurance. As for their religious affiliations,
of the forty-nine for whom data are available, thirty-eight were Protestants, seven Cath-
olics, and four Jews. Here then is a collective portrait in miniature of the liberal, nation-
alist German bourgeoisie of the mid-nineteenth century.
